APPENDIX B – ASH CREEK FISH AND WILDLIFE ASSESSMENT


	Aquatic Species:
	Age Class:
	Native/
Non-Native:
	Presence:
	Range:
	Seasonal Use:
	Ideal Habitat Elements:
	Limiting Factors:
	Regulatory Requirements*:
	 Listing Status:
	Reference:
	Comments:

	Winter steelhead
	Juvenile
	Native
	Confirmed
	Mainstem*, S. Fork*, and Lower N. Fork
	Rearing, year-round (but likely in wet season)
	ideal temp (14-15° C), deep pools, off-channel or complex habitat for refugia and feeding
	warm water, low dissolved oxygen, low flows, high turbidity, lack of in-channel complexity, lack of high flow refugia, invasive fish predators, spawning sediments
	ODFW Fish Passage Authorization, Oregon DSL JPA, ESA Compliance
	Federal: Threatened
State: Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)
	#'s 1, 2, 3
	If anadromous steelhead are present, the resident life history strategy (rainbow trout) are likely also present.

	Spring Chinook
	Juvenile
	Native
	ODFW Professional Opinion
	Mainstem*, S. Fork, and Lower N. Fork
	Rearing, year-round (but likely in wet season)
	ideal temp (12-15° C), deep pools, off-channel or complex habitat for refugia and feeding
	 warm water, low dissolved oxygen, low flows, high turbidity, lack of in-channel complexity, lack of high flow refugia, invasive fish predators, spawning sediments
	ODFW Fish Passage Authorization, Oregon DSL JPA, ESA Compliance
	Federal: Threatened
State: SGCN
	#’s 1, 2, 3
	Juveniles can spend a year or more in freshwater habitats before smolting.

	Rainbow trout
	All
	Native
	Assumed
	Mainstem, S. Fork, and Lower N. Fork
	Resident, year-round
	Ideal temp (10-15° C), pools, off-channel habitat, large wood
	warm water, low dissolved oxygen, lack of in-channel complexity, lack of high flow refugia, invasive fish predators, spawning sediments
	ODFW Fish Passage Authorization, Oregon DSL JPA
	Federal: none
State: SGCN
	# 1
	Because rainbow are in the Willamette and steelhead are present, these are assumed to be present as well.

	Coastal cutthroat trout
	All
	Native
	Confirmed 
	All throughout watershed 
	Resident, year-round
	
	warm water, low dissolved oxygen, lack of in-channel complexity, lack of high flow refugia, invasive fish predators, spawning sediments
	ODFW Fish Passage Authorization
	Federal: none
State: none
	# 1
	

	Pacific lamprey
	All
	Native
	Suspected
	Unknown
	Ammocetes, year-round
	 
	Spawning sediments for adults
	ODFW Fish Passage Authorization
	Federal: none
State: SGCN
	# 1
	 

	Oregon floater mussel
	All
	Native
	Confirmed
	Mainstem and S. Fork
	Year-round
	 
	channel modifications, sedimentation, livestock grazing, dewatering, and chemical contamination
	ODFW Take or Salvage Permit (if relocating)
	Federal: none
State: SGCN
	 # 4
	 

	Northern pikeminnow
	All
	Native
	Confirmed
	Mainstem and S. Fork
	Year-round
	
	
	ODFW Take or Salvage Permit
	Federal: none
State: none
	# 1
	

	Redside Shiner
	All
	Native
	Confirmed
	Middle Fork, S. Fork, and N. Fork
	Year-round
	
	
	ODFW Take or Salvage Permit
	Federal: none
State: none
	# 1
	

	Speckled Dace
	All
	Native
	Confirmed
	Middle Fork, S. Fork, and N. Fork
	Year-round
	
	
	ODFW Take or Salvage Permit
	Federal: none
State: none
	# 1
	


*Mapped as Essential Salmonid Habitat (ESH) by ODFW/DSL.

**For in-water work where fish are present or mapped. Also assumes local and county-level permitting may be required. Other federal, state, and local permitting would be required for in-water work.
	Invasive Aquatic Species:
	Native/
Non-Native:
	Presence:
(suspect/confirmed)
	Range:
	Management Status:
	Predation Risks:
	Habitat Preferences:
	Reference:
	Comments:

	Largemouth Bass
	Non-Native
	Confirmed
	Mainstem and S. Fork
	Game Fish
	Proven to predate on salmonids and lamprey
	mineral spring located at T8S, R5W Section 11 SW corner of SE corner (Whiteaker Road)
	#’s 1, 5, 6  
	Widespread through lower and middle Willamette watershed

	Bluegill 
	Non-Native
	Confirmed
	S. Fork
	Game Fish
	Little to none for salmonids
	 
	# 1
	eats grains and seeds

	Smallmouth Bass
	Non-Native
	Confirmed
	Mainstem and N. Fork
	Game Fish
	Proven to predate heavily on salmonids
	 
	#’s 7, 8
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Wildlife Species:
	Native/
Non-Native:
	Presence:
(suspect/confirmed)
	Management and/or Listing Status:
	Critical Habitat:
	Reference:
	Comments:

	Band-Tailed Pigeon
	Native
	Confirmed
	Game bird
	mineral spring located at T8S, R5W Section 11 SW corner of SE corner (Whiteaker Road)
	# 9 
	migratory species, migratory bird tree act (federal)

	Ringneck Pheasant 
	Non-native, introduced 1880
	Suspected
	Game bird
	 
	#9
	eats grains and seeds

	Valley Quail
	Non-native, introduced 1870
	Confirmed
	Game bird
	 
	#9
	 

	Mourning Dove
	Native
	Confirmed
	Game bird
	 
	#9
	 

	Western Red-legged frog (Rana Aurora)
	Native
	Confirmed
	sensitive
	Inhabits low-elevation wetlands, floodplains, and damp woodlands in the Willamette Valley 
	#9
	

	Western Pond Turtle
	Native
	Uncertain
	Federal: proposed threatened

State: sensitive-critical
	small ponds, wetlands free of bullfrogs and bass, slow moving water, submerged aquatic vegetation, unfarmed nesting habitat
	#4
	LWC eDNA assessments in lower Ash Creek did not identify WPT as present

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	References:

	#1
	ODFW Oregon Fish Habitat Distribution and Barriers; https://nrimp.dfw.state.or.us/FHD_FPB_Viewer/index.html 

	#2
	DSL/ODFW ESH Mapper; https://maps.dsl.state.or.us/esh/ 

	#3
	Richter, A. & Kolmes, S.A. 2005. Maximum Temperature Limits for Chinook, Coho, and Chum Salmon, and Steelhead Trout in the Pacific Northwest. DOI: 10.1080/10641260590885861

	#4
	Luckiamute Watershed Council. 2025. Environmental DNA Monitoring in the Watershed: https://www.luckiamute.org/edna-monitoring.html

	#5
	Summers, J. & Daily, K. 2000. ODFW Willamette River Bass Diet Study: https://digitalcollections.library.oregon.gov/nodes/view/126618

	#6
	Murphy, C. A., J. D. Romer, K. Stertz, I. Arismendi, R. Emig, F. Monzyk, and S. L. Johnson. 2021. Damming salmon fry: evidence for predation by non-native warmwater fishes in reservoirs. Ecosphere 12(9):e03757. 10.1002/ecs2.3757

	#7
	Anthony L. Fritts, Todd N. Pearsons, Smallmouth Bass Predation on Hatchery and Wild Salmonids in the Yakima River, Washington, Transactions of the American Fisheries Society, Volume 133, Issue 4, July 2004, Pages 880–895, https://doi.org/10.1577/T03-003.1 


  #8    Fishbrain.com: https://fishbrain.com/fishing-waters/phbV18jc/ash-creek
  #9     ODFW personal contact (Wildlife Biologist Will Hugh)



COMPLETED October 2026

